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A. Proportion of Asymptomatic

1. Overall_in 79 studies in a range of different settings, 20% (95% confidence interval
[CI] 17%—25%, prediction interval 3%—67%) of people with SARS-CoV-2 infection
remained asymptomatic during follow-up, but biases in study designs limit the
certainty of this estimate. See Fig 2

2. In seven studies of defined populations (people with no symptoms of COVID-19 at
enrolment) screened for SARS-CoV-2 and then followed, 31% (95% CIl 26%—37%,
prediction interval 24%—-38%) remained asymptomatic. See Fig 4

B. How infectious of Asymptomatic (or Pre-symptomatic) , compared to Symptomatic:

1. We found some evidence that SARS-CoV-2 infection in contacts of people with
asymptomatic infection is less likely than in contacts of people with symptomatic
infection (relative risk 0.35, 95% CI 0.10-1.27). -- see Fig 3

2. The summary risk ratio for asymptomatic compared with symptomatic was 0.35 (95%

Cl 0.1-1.27) and for pre-symptomatic compared with symptomatic people was 0.63
(95% CI 0.18-2.26) --- See Fig 3




Fig 2. Forest plot of proportion (‘Prop.’) of people with presymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection,
stratified by setting.
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Fig 3. Forest plot of the RR and 95% CI of the SAR, comparing infections in contacts of
asymptomatic and presymptomatic index cases with infections in contacts of symptomatic

cases.
Study EN E/N (symptomatic) RR 95% Cl
Asympiomalic transmission (SAR) I
Luo, L 1/305 117/2305 = : 0.06 [0.01; 0.46)
Park. 8Y O/d4  34/210 ' Eh 0.68 [0.05; 9.42]
Cheng, HY 0/91 22/2644 - 064 [0.04;,10.51]
Chaw, L 15/691 281010 —a— 0.78 [0.42; 1.486]
Zhang, W2 1119 11/250 = = 1 0.19 [0.02; 1.46]
Overall estimate ———t 0.35 [0.10; 1.27]
I
Pre-sympiomatic fransmission (SAR) I
Park, SY 011 34/210 : B 0.27 [0.02; 4.06)
Cheng, HY 2/299 2212644 it 0.80 [0.18; 3.40]
Overall estimate == 0.63 [0.18; 2.26]
0.01 0.1 1 10

Buitrago-Garcia D, Egli-Gany D, Counotte MJ, Hossmann S, Imeri H, et al. (2020) Occurrence and transmission potential of
asymptomatic and presymptomatic SARS- CoV 2 mfectlons A living systematic review and meta-analysis. PLOS Medicine 17(9):

e E D I C I N E

https://journals.plos.org @




Fig 4. Forest plot of proportion (‘Prop.’) of SARS-CoV-2 infection resulting from asymptomatic
or presymptomatic transmission.
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